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IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently Amended) A contracting method 
an electronic contract for provision of a comm9dity or 
service, comprising the steps of: 

storing, in at least one system of one concerned party on 
said contract, another concerned party on said contract and a 
third party, description data containiiig a description content 
presented from said one concerned party to said another 
concerned party and electronic signature on said description 
content of both or either of sad^ concerned parties before 
making said contract; 

if said contract is madfe, generating, in both or either 
system of said concerned parties, contract data containing 
said description data stored in at least one system of said 
concerned parties andysaid third party or description 
specifying data for specifying said description data contcnt 
and a contract consent; 

appending oxe/cut ing , in the respective systems of the 
concerned parti,^, respective electronic signatures on said 
contract data /of said concerned parties; and 

storing/ in at least one system of said concerned parties 
and said third party, said contract data containing the 
electronic signatures of said concerned parties. 
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(Currently Amended) A contracting method to be used by 
Covenanter for making a coptract for provision of a 
commodity or service, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a question olc a request for said commodity or 
service from a system of a /covenantee who intends to conclude 
said contract through a netiwork; 

appending adding to a/ response to said question or 
request, in a system of saiid covenanter, a covenanter's 
electronic signature provjng proof that said covenanter created 
said response; 

sending said respons'e containing said covenanter's 
electronic signature p roof from the system of said covenanter 
to said covenantee through the network; 

storing said response containing said covenanter's 
electronic signature proof in at least one system of said 
covenanter, said covenantee, and a third party; and 

if said contract is concluded between said covenanter and 
said covenantee, creating, in at least one system of said 
covenanter, said covenantee and said third party, an 
electronic contract document bound to said response containing 
said covenanter's eleqtronic signature with a data string 
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determined with regard to said response containing said 
covenanter ' s electr onic signature, said electro^iic contract 
document containing said covenanter's electr^onic signature and 
a covenantee's electronic signature p roof ; yand 

storing, in at least one system of/said covenanter, said 
covenantee and said third party, saidr electronic contract 
document bound to said response com:aining said covenanter's 
electronic signature p roof . / 

3. (Currently Amended) X contracting method as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein said resnonse containing said covenanter's 
electronic signature proof includes saida : covenantee's 
electronic signature proving proof that said covenantee has 
agreed with said re^onse. 

4. (Currently Amended) A contracting method to be used by 
a covenanter fdr making a contract for provision of a 
commodity oryservice, comprising the steps of: 

if a question or request for said commodity or service is 
received from a covenantee who intends to conclude said 
contract/, outputting a response to said question or request to 
a system of said covenantee from a system of said covenanter; 
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if the system of said covenanter obtains , in response/ to the 
response thus output, a new response containing witTi an 
electronic signature of said covenantee added thereto from the 
system of said Govonantcr , — concluding covenant^e , thereby 
creating, in the system of said covenanter y an electronic 
contract between said covenanter and saica covenantee about 
said contract , said electronic contracjt containing a 
covenanter's electronic signature arya said covenantee's 
electronic signature ; 

making, in the system of said covenanter, said electronic 
contract document have correspondence relationships to new the 
response containingw irfefe said: covenantee's electronic signature 
added thereto by using a Mta string determined with regard to 
said new response contajming with said covenantee's electronic 
signature added thcrGtiro ; and 

sending said el/ectronic contract document from the system 
of said covenanter^ to the system of said covenantee. 



5. (Currefitly Amended) A contracting method as claimed in 
claim 4, further comprising the step of: 

appendiing adding , in the system of said covenanter, an 
electroni/c signature of said covenanter to the response to be 
outputtyed to the system of said covenantee. 
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6. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a person 
who accepts a commodity or service with the commoaity or 
service, comprising the steps of: 

sending a question or request for provision of said 
commodity or service to a provider for sayS commodity or 
service through a network; 

receiving a response to said question or request from 
said provider through the network; 

appending adding an electroni/c signature of said person 
who accepts said commodity or ^ervice to said response and 
then sending said response tjD said provider through the 
network; 

storing said respons'e with the electronic signature of 
said person who accept^ said commodity or service 
appended addcd theretc> in at least one of storage units of said 
provider, said person who accepts said commodity or service 
and a third part^ and 

if a contract for provision of said commodity or service 
is concluded ^between said provider and said person who accepts 
said commodity or service, making an electronic contract 
document dn said contract have correspondence relationships to 
said resr)onse containingw jr^h an electronic signature of said 
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person added thereto by using a data string determined with 
regard to said response containingw ±-fe^ said person ' s 
electronic signature_^ said electronic contrajst document 
containing an electronic signature of said/provider and the 
electronic signature of said person addcd.'^hcrGto , and storing 
said electronic contract document and ysaid response 
containingw -j-fej^ the electronic signamre of said person added 
thereto thus having correspondence/ relationships in at least 
one system of said provider, saia person and said third party. 



7. (Currently Amended) A method for processing a contract 
to be used by at least one/of concerned parties who make a 
contract for provision ot a commodity or service and a third 
party, comprising the ^teps of: 

creating a hash/value of description data containing a 
description content: about said commodity or service having 
been transferred /between the concerned parties before 
concluding said^ contract and an electronic signature data 
proving that ^oth or either of the concerned parties has 
created or Accepted said description content; 

inserting said hash value in contract data containing 
said contract content therein; and 
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appending respective electronic signatures of ythe 

concerned parties to said contract data containin^g said 
contract content and said hash value; and 

storing said contract data containing said electronic 
signatures dcocription content and paid haaly'^valuc in at least 
one system of the concerned parties and said third party. 



8. (Currently Amended) A system /for processing a contract 
to be used by at least one of concerned parties who make a 
contract for provision of a commqaity or service and a third 
party, comprising : 

a processing unit for creating a data string determined 
with regard to description data containing a description 
content about a commodity /or service and an electronic 
signature data for provicting that both or either of the 
concerned parties has /created or accepted said description 
content, said description data having been transferred between 
the concerned parties about said contract before concluding 
said contract ; ai 

another processing unit for making contract data have 
correspondence'^ relationships with said description data by 
using said data string, said contract data including said 
contract cojitent and respective electronic signatures of the 
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concerned parties, and for storing said contract datac and said 

_^ 

descriptxon data thus having the correspondence relationships 
in a storage unit . 

9. (Previously Presented) A system for processing a 
contract as claimed in claim 8, wherein/said data string is a 
hash value of said description data. 

10. (Previously Presented) / A system for processing a 
contract as claimed in claim 8/ wherein said data string is 
said description data per se^j 

11. Canceled. 



12. (Previously presented) A system for processing a 
contract as claimed/in claim 8, further comprising another 
processing unit f^r making a description processing program 
for describing said contract content on an electronic contract 
document about /said contract have correspondence relationships 
with said contract data. 



13. (Currently Amended) A storage unit to be used by at 
least one /of the concerned parties for making a contract for 
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provision of a commodity or service and a third part^j/^ wherein 
said storage unit-^^^ 

stores description data containing a descri^Jtion content 
about said commodity or service having been tiransferred 
between concerned parties about a contract yoefore concluding 
said contract said description data being created in both or 
either of systems of the concerned parties and containing 
electronic signatures of either of t^^e systems of the 
concerned parties about said description content ; and 

if said contract is concluded, stores contract data 
containing said contract cont,^nt , said contract data being 
created in both or either of systems of the concerned parties 
and containing respect iv^ electronic signatures of the 
concerned parties abouy said contract content ; and 

both or either at the systems of the concerned parties 
making said descri^ion data and said contract data have 
correspondence r^ationships to each other by using a oaid data 
string with regard to said description data . 

14. (Currently Amended) A program sending device for 
sending a program for enabling a computer to execute a 
predetermined process to a network, said predetermined process 
comprising : 
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a process for creating data string determined with regard 
to description data containing a description conte(nt about a 
commodity or service having been transferred bejfelween concerned 
parties about a contract before concluding sa^d contract and 
an electronic signatured ata: for proving thar: both or either of 
the concerned parties has created or accepted said description 
content, and / 

a process for making contract d/sita containing a contract 
content about provision of said co|fnmodity or service and said 
description data have correspond/ence relationships to each 
other by using said data strinjg, said contract data containing 
respective electronic signatidres of the concerned parties , and 
for storing said contract data and said description data thus 
having correspondence re]/at ionships in a storage unit. 

15. (Currently Amended) A recording medium for recording 
a contract processmg program for enabling a contract 
processing system/to execute a contract process for processing 
a contract for provision of a commodity or service, wherein 
said contract /process comprises compriaing : 

a proce4s for creating contract data containing said 
contract cpntent and a negotiating ID determined between 
concerned parties on said contract; 
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a process for retrieving, using said negotiating ID as a 
key, description data corresponding to said contract data from 
multiple description data containing a descript/on content 
about said commodity or service having been transferred 
between the concerned parties about said co/itract before 
concluding said contract; 

a process for inserting a data strfng determined with 
regard to said retrieved description ^ata in said contract 
data; and 

a process for adding an eleclfronic signature of at least 
one of said concerned parties tp said contract data containing 
said data string. 

16. (Previously Presented) A recording medium as claimed 
in claim 15, wherein sa/d process for inserting said data 
string is executed to/insert said retrieved description data 
in said contract da.ya. as said data string. 

17. (Previously Presented) A recording medium as claimed 
in claim 15, wherein said process for inserting said data 
string is executed to calculate a hash value of said retrieved 
description ydata and to insert the hash value of said 
description data in said contract data as said data string. 
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18. (Original) A recording medium as claimed jm claim 15, 
wherein said contracting process includes a pro^ss for 
determining whether or not either of the electronic signatures 
of said concerned parties added to said description data is 
correct and a process for adding the electronic signature of 
the other concerned party to said d^cription data if the 
electronic signature of one of sa^d concerned parties added to 
said description data is determiined to be correct. 

19. (Previously Presented) A recording medium as claimed 
in claim 15, wherein said contracting process further includes 
a process for describing said contract content on an 
electronic contracx document on said contract and a process 
for inserting a /data string determined with regard to a 
describing program for executing said describing process in 
said contraox data . 



20./ (Previously Presented) A recording medium as claimed 
in clafm 15, wherein said contracting process further includes 
a process for inserting a contract content display template 
for/creating from said contract content a contract content 
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display data to be outputted to an 5>utput unit in said 
contract data , 

21. (Currently Amended) A recording medium as claimed in 
claim 15, wherein sai;a process for appending adding a signature 
on said contract data is executed to appenda dd said electronic 
signature on ^^^id contract data if a permission for adding 
said electronic signature to said contract data is received. 



22-26 . (Canceled) 



27. (New) A contracting method a^ claimed in claim 1, 
wherein : 

a hash value of said description content is created, and 
the hash value of said descripition content is encrypted by 
using a private key of eit>^er or both of the concerned 
parties, whereby the (el^^trond^d^ signature of either or both of 
said concerned parti^ is ^^reated; and 

a hash value yof said contract data is created, and the 
hash value of s^id contract data is encrypted by using 
respective pravate keys of the concerned parties, whereby the 
respective/ electronic signatures of the concerned parties are 
created. 
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